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MEETING OF CALIFORNIA BAR ASSOCIATION. 

ONE of the most successful meetings that the California Bar 
Association has held was that which took place at San Jose 

from June 6th to June 8th. This, the ninth annual meeting, was 
interesting not only by reason of the addresses, among which those 

of the retiring President, Frank H. Short, and that of the Presi- 
dent of the American Bar Association, Mr. Walter George Smith, 
will long be remembered by those so fortunate as to have heard 
them. It was also notable because of the informal discussions and 
above all, by reason of the fact that the bench and bar of the state 
met to pay their respects to Judge A. L. Rhodes, whose venerable 
age, distinguished career and eminent judicial character made most 
fitting the homage extended him. 

The Association placed itself on record as opposed to Assem- 
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bly Constitutional Amendment Number 61, which would authorize 
the legislature to determine the organization, jurisdiction and 
method of selection of all courts and judicifial officers. On the 
other hand, it expressed its disapproval of the bill pending in the 
House of Representatives forbidding judges to charge juries on 
matters of fact. It was doubtless felt that both resolutions ex- 
pressed a belief that the judiciary should be unhampered. Whether 
the general principle expressed in the Assembly Constitutional 
Amendment is not more likely to secure an untrammelled system of 
procedure and judicature than the present system under which 
constitutional provisions interfere at every step with the free 
adoption of practical reform may well be doubted. 

The growing sense of professional responsibility which is being 
fostered not only by the state bar association but by the local 
associations found expression in the adoption of a resolution 
offered by F. E. Lindley of San Diego, providing for a committee 
to organize and establish control of the bar and to place bar 
associations upon a legal basis with definite powers over members 
of the bar. This is a development of suggestions made at the 
annual meeting of 1917, and it is to be hoped that the plan will 
produce some effective corporate action. Resolutions pledging 
the association to patriotic work of various sorts were also 
adopted, after reviews of the lawyers' activities in war work by 
Chief Justice Angellotti and Circuit Judge Morrow of the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Mr. Charles S. Cushing of San Francisco was elected President 
for the ensuing year. Mr. Thomas W. Robinson, of Los Angeles, 
was re-elected Secretary. Membership may be had through 
application to the Secretary; the annual dues are five dollars. 
Every California lawyer should belong to this association, which 
is rapidly growing both in numbers and in importance. 



